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PREFACE 
7 READER, 


IT may not be improper to 
acquaint thee, that it is now 
above one hundred Years, fince 
theſe 7wenty Conſiderations, now 
in thine Hand, were firſt ſent 
into the World. But then they 
were connected with a large 
and valuable Treatiſe. Theſe 
few Sheets are extracted out 
of thoſe larger Works: And in 
the Whole thou wilt find no- 
thing but what ſweetly harmo- 
nizes with the divine Oracles, 
will bear the ſtricteſt Examina- 
tion of the moſt curious and 
ſubtit Critic, May the Lord 
„ A*Z: ſ 


| 1 
> -f the Harveſt ſend forth ſuch |, 
faithful Labourers (as our truly | 


> piousandgodlyAuthor was) in- 

a to the Harveſt. And may the 
Lord of Hoſts be honoured | 
and adored, that in theſe latter 


Days He has thruſt ſome La- 
bourers into the Vineyard of 
like Diſpoſitions with our ve⸗- 
nerable Author. LORD, FJ*: 
increaſe their Number, for 
Chriſt's ſake. Amen 
—— — — — rr rr rr mmm 
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Twenty CONSIDERATIONS 
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againſt S I N. 
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the Bowels of Love, to have Recourſe to the 


— 


Y dear Reader, when thou findeſt thyſelf rampered 
with and tempted to any Sin, I #ntrear thee with al 


enſuing Confi- 


derations, mch, methinks, ſhould be of Power, not only 
to keep G O D's Bleſſed Ones from putting their Hands to 
Iniquity, but alſo to reſtrain, or at leaſt to cool the Coura 


even of the Devil's Slaves in the very Heat of the moſt 


rious Enticement to their beſt beloved Sin. 


- 
- 


CONSIDERATION I. 
IN is moſt hateful, It is the only Object of all GOD's 


infinite Hatred. His Love is cut, as it were, into divers 


Streams, and carried upon Variety of Objects. He loves, in 
the firſt Place, inhnitely, adequately, his own bleſſed Seff, 
his own Son, who is called the Son of bis Love, his Angels, 


his Saints, his Servants, his Creatures, all Things 


he made: 


Thou loveſt all Things that are, and abborreſt nothing which 
thou baſt made. For never wouldeſt thou have made any 
Thing, if thou hadſt hated it. But he hates nothing at all 
properly. and formally but Sin. The whole Infiniteneſs of 
all his Hatred is ſpent w holly upon Sin alone ; which makes 
it infinitely and extremely hateful, Now, what a Thing. is 
this, that an inbnite divine Hatred, like a mighty individed 
& Torrent, ſhould, wich all its united Forces and Deteſtations, 


run headlong and reſt upon every Sin; be it but an officious 


Lie, 
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Lie, fooliſh Talking, Feſting, Reveling, a wanton (a) Glance, 
. vain Thought and idle Word, and ſuch like lighter Sins in | 
the World's Account, which to reprove in ſome Companies, 


nay, almoſt every 


where, would be holden to be a ſour and ? 


inſufferable Preciſeneſs; ſo deſperately impudent are the 
Times, both in diſgracing of Sincerity, and dawbing of 
Sin! and what a wotul Wretch is every impenitent Sinner, 

who hath ſuch a World of unpardoned Sins lying upon his 
Soul, and ſuch an immeaſurable Weight of Hatred lying 
upon every ſeveral Sin! And what a prodigious Bedlam | 
is he who will wittingly and willingly put his Hand to 


os Sin: which, 
vidually attended 
GOD; for whic 


once committed, is inſeparably and indi- 
with the infinite Hatred ot fo great a 


h the Pains of Hell muſt of Necetiity be 


ſuffered, either by the Party himſelt, or his Surety ; either 
it mult be taken off by the Blood of Feſus Chr, or elle the 
Delinquent muſt burn in Hell for ever. | 4 


* CONSIDERATION III. 


(a) Epheſ. v, 4. Y 


IN is moſt foul. Even fouler than the fouleſt Fiend in : 
Hell; than the Devil himſelf, And let none ſtumble at 


this Truth; it appears unanſwerably thus: Sin made him 
a Devil, and funk him into Hell; and therefore Sin is more 


rank than the Devil, and more horrible than Hell itſelf. 5 
For it is a Principle in 1 0 of unqueſtionable Truth, 


I batſoe ver maketh ſuch, is itſe 


that lightens all ot 


much more ſuch. The Sun 
her Bodies, is much more light; the Fire 


which heats all other Things, is much more hot : So that 


which defiles another Thing, is much more foulſome. Sin 


alone brought all helliſh Miſery upon Satan, and made him | 
ſo foul; therefore it is far fouler. If any could ſtrip him of 
his Sin, he ſhould re-{aveſt him inte the ſhining Robes of all 
his former angelical Excellency and Perfection, and reſtore # 
him into the Height of Favour again with the moſt High: For 


GOD hates the Devil for nothing elſe in the World but for 
| Objed ion 


(7) | 
Objetion, But if Sin be fo ugly, may ſome fay, as you 
have ſet it out, how comes it to paſs, that it is ſo amiable 


f in the Eyes of the moſt ? Why do all Sorts of People 


purſue and practiſe it with ſuch bor and Delight? 
Why doth the whole World run mad after it? 

Anſwer, Herein obſerve an univerſal gy 
Depth of Satan's damned Policy, He knows full well, 
that, ſhould Sin appear in its own Likeneſs, every Eye 


would abhor it, every Mother's Son would deteſt and defy 
it. And therefore he takes a Courſe, by the Exquiſitenels 


of his Colours and Excellency of Painting, to _ a ſeemy 
t 


ing Fairneſs upon an helliſh Face, whereby 


oun 
Part dote upon the deformed Hag, to their endleſs Dam- 
nation, For we muſt know, that Satan in this Myſtery of 


Couſening by Colours, incomparably ſurpaſſeth the moſt | 


famous Bawds and noted Strumpets that ever were. So 
that it ſeems to be the Conceit of the ancient Fathers, that 
the Devil did immediately reveal unto whoniſh Women the 
Art of Painting ; at leaſt he was molt certainly an extraor- 
dinary Aſliſtant to the firſt Inventors of it. Now for paint- 
ing Sin, to make it more plauſible and paſſable, ve may ſee 


more Variety of Colours and couſening Tricks miniſtred un- 
to Satan by our falſe Hearts, his Agents, for that Purpoſe, 


in Dike's excellent Diſcovery of their Deceitfulneſi. 


But, as an old, deformed, wrinkled, whoriſh Hag, ſet- 
ting out herſelf with falſe Hair, a painted Face, and other 
 meretricious affected Dreſſings, entangles and enſnares the 

| Hearts of Fools and Eyes of Vanity; whereas underſtanding 
Men, and thoſe that have Eyes in their Heads, diſcover tn 
her, o doing and dawbing, an Addition of a great deal of 
artificial Loathiomneſs to her natural Foulneſs: So it is in 
in this Caſe; the griſly Face of Sin being dawbed over 


with the Devil's Paiating and falſe Luſtre, carries awa 


captive all carnal Men, and detains in a Fools Paradiſe, in- 
dced an helliſn Priſon, a World of Deluded ones; yer 
thoſe few enlightened Souls, whoſe Eyes have been happily 
opened by ſpiritual Eye-Salve, to turn from Darkneſs to 
Light, and from the Power of Satan unto God, behold a 
nu double 


* 


== -. 
double Deformity and Uglineſs in fo foul a Monſter, deceirz 
fully dreſſed in the Devil's counterfeit Colours, and gilded 
over gariſhly in his perſonated angelical Glory, = | 


CONSIDERATION III. 


8 IN is mf filthy. Far filthier than the moſt ſtinking 

Confluence of all the moſt filthy, foulſome, naſty, loath- 
ſome Things in the World. And it muſt needs be fo : For 
ꝓhatſdever a Man can conceive to be moſt contrary, diſtant, 
and oppoſite to the infinite Clearneſs, Purity, Sweetneſs, 
Beauty, and Goodneſs of GOD, all that and much more 
is Sin in the higheſt Degree. Hence it is, that in the 
- Scriptures it js compared to the filthieſt Mire (a), in which 
a Sow. will lie down to cool and cover herſelf; to the 
loathſome Vomit, not of a Man, but of a Dog (b); to the 
unſavoury, poiſonful Damp, which rotten Carcaſſes exhale 
out of opened Graves (c); to men Fil;h; to the Dirt 
under the Nails; or the ſtinking Sweat of the Body; or the 
putrified Matter of ſome peſtilent Ulcer; to the very Ex- 
ere ments, which Nature leaving ſevered from the purer 
Parts of the Meat, thruſts out of the Stomach, and 
caſts into the Drought ; to the Filchineſs, Pollutiens, and 
Impurities of the World; (fo called by a Singularity, for 
Sin 1s the tranſcendent Filth of the World) to all the 
Uncleanneſſes, for which, the Purifications, Cleanſings, 
Waſhings and Sprinklings were appointed in the Levi- 
tical Law; to Abomination itſelf, & Nay, and yet fur- 
ther, which makes fur the further Deteſtation of Sin, where- 
as all outward Filth defiles only the Body, this of Sin, by 
the Strength and Contagion of its inſinuating Poiſon, 


foaks thorough the Fleth and the Bones, and caters and 


eats into the very Mind and Conſcience; Tit. i. 15. de- 
files the pure and immortal Soul of Man. How long 


might we caſt Dirt into the Air, beſore we were able 


(a) 2 Pet. ii. 22. (b) Rom. iti. 12. (c) Ezek. xvi. 18. 
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to cafe the brighr-ſhining Beams of the Sun? Yet (@ 


filthy is Sin, that at once, with. one Touch, it infedts 
the Saul, a clearer and purer Eſſence than it; and chat 
with fuch a crimſon and .deuble-d Stain, that the 
Flood of Nozb, when all the World was Water, could 
not waſh it off: Neither at that laſt and dreadful Day, 


Fire for the ying and renewi 
the Earth, dal © pe ao. Bower to purge or cleanſe 
the leaſt Sin out: of the lod t Soul. Nay, the Fire 
of Hell, which burns Night and Day, even thorough a} 
Ecernizy, ſhall not be able to raze it out, 


GIN is mf infeBiou: : Spits Venen on all Sides, far 
and wide; corrupts every Thing it comes near. By 


Reaſon whereof it & filthy reſembled to Leaven (a); to a 


Gangrene (d); to the Leyr 27 which filthy Diſeaſe quick- 


overſpreads the whole Numb. xii. 10. infects the 


by (d), the very Walls of 7, Lev. xiv. 37, & 
Puſterit, 1 Kings v. 27. Abe wr Sin, that ever the Sun 


ſaw, was ſo pregnant with Soul-killing Poiſon, that it hath 


alread y damnably polluted all the Sons and Daughters of 
Adam that were Ever ſince; and will ſtill, by the irre- 
ſiſtable Strength of the ſame Contagion, empoiion all their 
Natures to the World's End. Nay, at the very firſt break- 
ing out it ſaddenly blaſted, as it were, both Heaven and 
Earth: And fo ſtained the of the ene, the Brightneſs 
ef the other, and the original, orient, newly burniſhed Glory 


of the whole Creation, that from that Hour it hath groaned 


undet the Burden of that Vanity and Deformity, to which 
this firſt Sin hath made it ſubject; and will travel in Pain 
under the Bondage of the ſame Corruption, until it be purged 


(b) 1 Corinth. v. 6. 


| | | 
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(a) Matth. xvi. 12. 


(4) Paal. R. 2. e 
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dy Fire in the great Pay of the” LORD. If bur one Sin 


be doted upon delightfully and impenitently, like a Lump 
of Leaven it fours all the Soul, defiles the whole Man, and: 
every Thing that proceeds from him : His:Thoughts, De- 


fires, Aﬀcetions, Words, Actions, and that of all Sorts ; 


natural, civil, recreative, religious. It does not only un- 
hailow his Meat, Drink, Carriage, his Buying, Selling, 
Giving, Lending, and all his other Dealings in the World; 
even his Ploughing : The Ploughing of the Wickgd fs Sin; 
Prov. xxi. 4. But alſo turns all his ſpiritual Services, and 
divineſt Duties, his Prayer, Hearing, Reading, receiving 
the Sacraments, ec. into Abomination.. Ifi but ung raging 
Corruption in a Miniſter, Magiſtrate, Maſter ot a Family, 


as Lying, Swearing, filthy Talking, Scoffing at Religion, 


Oppoſition ro Godlineſs, Sabbath-breaking, an Humour of 
good Fellowſhip, or the like, repreſent itlelf to the Eye of 
the World in his ordinary Catriage; and hang out as a rot- 
ten Fruit in the Sight of the Sun; it is wont fearfully to in- 
fect or offend, by a Contagion, Inſinuation, and ill Example, 
all about him, ta. diffuſe its Venom ta bis Family, amongſt 
his Sons and Servants, over the Pariſh Where he lives, all 
Companies where he comes, the whole Country round 
about, eſpecially if he be a Man of Eminency and Place. 


CONSIDERATION v. 


8 IN, it is extremely Ill. A far greater Ill than the eternal 

Damnation of a Man. For when he kath lien many 
Millions of Years in the Lake of Fire and under the Domi- 
nion of the ſecond Death, he is never the nearer to Satis- 


taCtion for Sin. Not all thoſe helliſh Flames thorough all. 4 


Eternity can poſſibly expiare the Stain, or extinguiſh the 


Sting ot the leaſt Sin. Nay, the very Deſtruction of all I 


the Creatures in;the World, of Men and Angeis; Heaven 
and Earth, is a great deal leis ill, than to oftend GOD 


with che leaſt Trantgreſſion of his Laws. For all' the Crea- 
tares ot ten Lacuiand Worlds, were they all extant, come, 
| = in finitely a 
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GIN, ir is ful of moſt fearful Effedts. 


PR "Nw 


Can} 


infinitely ſhort in Excellency of Worth of the Heart*s-Bload 


of Jeſus Chriſt, And yet, without the Effuſion of it, no 
Sin could ever have been pardoned, nor any Soul ſaved. 
A Man would think it a lefler Ill to tell a Lye, than to lie 
in Heli; but hear Chryſoſtome : Although many think Hel] 
to be tbe ſupreme and foreſt of all Evils; get I think thus, 
and thus will 1 ditly preach, That it is far bitterer and more 
grievcus to offend, CHRIST, than to be tormented with 
the Pains: of Hel. <;': + | 


CONSIDERATION VL 


I. It deprives every Impenttent, Fir, Of the Favour 
and Love of GOD, the only Fountain. of all Comtort, 
Peace, and Happineſs; which is iacomparably the molt in- 
valuable Loſs. that can be imagined. Secondly, Ot his Por- 
tion in CHRIS T's Blood; of which, though the Drops, 
Weight, and Quantity be numbered finite, and meaſurable, 


yet the Perſon that ſhed it, hath ſtampt upon it ſuch Height 
of Price, Excellency of Merit, Unvaluableneſs of Worth, 


that he had infinitely better have his Portion in that 
ſweetalt Weli-fpring of Life and Immortality, than enjoy . 
the Riches, Pleaſures, and Glory of the whole Worid, 
everlaſtingly: For a bitter-ſweet Taſte of which, for an 


Inch of Iime, he villainoufly trampleth under Foot, as 


it were, that bleſſed Blood, by wilfully cleaving to his 
own Ways, and furiouſly following the Swing of his 
own ſenſual Heart, even againſt the Check and Contra 
diction of his grumbling Conſcience. Thirdly, Of the 


moſt blif:iul Preſence, Freedom, and Communication of 


the Holy Ghoſt, and all thoſe divine Iiluminations, ſp'- 
ritual Feaſtinge, ſudden and fecret Glimpfes and Glances 
of heavenly Light, ſweeter than Sweetneſs itſelt, where 
with that good Spirit is went to wit rd mfreth 
the humbled Hearts cf holy Men. Furtbhy, Of the 
ſatlerly Providence and Protection ct the Bleed Trinity, 
N 3 2 dis 
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the glorious ous Guards of Angels, the den bie Commu 


nion with the People of GOD, and all the happy Con- 
ſequents of Safety, Deliverance, and Delight, thar floweth 
from thence. F oh, Of the unknown Pleaſure of an 

appealed Conſcience, a Jewel of deareſt Price, to which 
af human Glory is but Duſt, in the Balance. Not the 
moſt exquiſite Na of all Manner of Muſic, Sets 
of Conſorts, vocal or inſtrumental, can poſſibly convey 
fo delicious a Touch and Taſte to the outward Ear of 
a Man, as the Sound and Senſe of a Certificate brought 
from the Throne of Mercy by the bleſſed Spirit, ſealed 
with CHRIS T's Blood, to the Ear of the Soul, even 
amidſt the emoſt deſperate Confuſions, in the evil Day, 

when Comfort will be worth a aq and 4 good Con- 
ſcience ten thouſand earthly Crowns. Sixtb/ Of all true 
Contentment in this Life; of all C Ne a Kahr and reli- 
gious Intereſt to any of the Creatures: For never was 
any found Joy or ſanctißied Enjoyment of any Thing in 
the World found in that Man's Heart which gives Al- 
lowance to any Luſt, or lies delightfully in any Sin. 
Seventhly, Of an immortal Crown, the unſpeakable Joys 
of Heaven; that immeaſurable aud endleſs Comfort, 
which there ſhall be fully and for ever 1 with 
all the Children of God, Patriarchs, Prophets, Apoſtles, 
Martyrs, Chriſtian Fade, yea, with the IL. ORD 
Himſelf and all bis Angels, with CHRIST, our Sa- 


viour, the Lamb ſlain for us, the Prince of Glory, the 


Glory of Heaven and Earth, the Brightneſs of the ever- 
laſting Light, Sc. In a Word, all thoſe inexpli- 
cable, nay, unconceivable Excellencies, Pleaſures, Per- 
fections, F elicities, Sweetneſſes, Beauties, Glories, Eterni- 
ties, above. 

II. It doth every Hour expoſe him to all thoſe Evils 
which a Man deſtitute of Grace divine, may commit, 
and, unprotected from above, endure. It brings all 
Plagues: Firſt, Internal, Blindneſs of Mind, Hardneſs of 
Heart, Deadoefs of Affection, Searedneſs of ce, a 


feprobate Sante. OY Deluſions, the Spirit of Slumber, 


aver 


| CM. 

Slavery to Luſt, Eſtrangedneſs from 60 D, Bondage 
under _ Devil, Fre Thoughts, Horror of Heart, 
Confuſion of Spirit, &c. and ſpiritual Miſchieſs in this 
Kind more and more dreadful than either Toggea can 
tell, or Heart can think; the leaſt of which is far 
worſe than all the Plagues of Egypt. Secondly, Exter- 
nal. See Deut. xxvki. 15, Cc. Thirdly, Eternal. See 
my Sermon of the four laſt Things. | 

III. By its peſtilent damning Property and Poiſon it 
turns Heaven into Hell, Angels into Devils, Life into 
Death, Light into Darkneſs, Sight into Blindneſs, Faith 
into Diſtruſt, Hope into Deſpair, Love into Hate, Hu- 
mility into Pride, Mercy into Cruelty, Security into 
Fear, Liberty into Bondage, Health into Sickneſs, Plenty 
into Scarceneſs, a Garden ot Eden into a deſolate Wilder- 
neſs, a fruitful Land into Barrennefſs, Peace into War, 
Quietneſs into Conteation, - Obedience into Rebellion, Order 
into Confuſion, Virtues into Vices, Bleſſings into Curſes. ec. 
In a Word, All Kinds of temporal and eternal Feh. ies 
and Bliſs. into all Kinds of Miſeries and Woe, 


CONSIDERATION VII 


Wie Heart, except it be all Adamant, and turned 
into a Rock of Flint, but poſſeſling itſelf with feeling 
Thoughts and ſenſible Apprehenſion of the incompre- 
henſible Greatneſs, Excellency, and Dread fulneſs of the 
mighty Lord of Heaven and Earth, would not tremble 
and be ſtrangely. confounded to. tranſgreſs and break 
any one Branch of his blefſed Laws, eſpecially purpoſely 
and with Pleaſure, or to fin againſt Him willingly but 
in the leaſt ungodly Thought? For, alas! who art 
thou, that liſteſt up thy proud Heart, or. whetteſt thy 
. N Tongue, or bendeſt thy rebellious Coutſe againſt 
uch « Majeſty ? Thou art the vileſt Wretch that ever 
GOD made, next unto the Devil and his damned 
Angels, a baſe and an unworthy Worm of the Earth, 
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| (14) | 
not worthy io lick the Duſt that lieth under his Feer, 
a moſt weak and frail Creature, Earth, Aſhes, or: any 
Thing that is naught, the Dream of a Shadow, the 
very Picture of Change, worſe than Vanity, leis than 
"nothing; who, when thy Breath is gone, which may 
fall out. many times in a Moment, thou turneſt into 
Duſt, nay, Rottenneſs and Filth, much more loathſome 
than the Dung of the Earth; and all thy Thoughts pe- 
7iſh. But now, on the ather Side, if thou caſt thine 
Eyes ſeriouſly and with Intention upon tha: thrice glorious 
and higheſt Majeſty, the Eyes of whoſe Glory thou fo 
provokeft with thy Filth and Folly, thou mayelt moſt 
15 juſtly, upon the Committing of 'every Sin, cry out with 
. the Prophet, O Heaven] be aſteniſhed at this; be afraid, 
and utterly confcunded ! Nay, thou mighteſt marvel, and 
it is GO D's unſpeakable Mercy, that the whole Frame 

5 of Heaven and Earth is not for one Sin fearfully and 
{ | finally diſſolved, and brought to nought! For He, againſt 
| 


whom thou ſmneit, inbabiietb Eterniiy and unapproachable 
Light : The Heaven it his Throne, and the Earth bis Foot- 
ficel: He is the everlaſiing GOD, mighty and terrible, the 
Creator of ihe Ends of the Earth, &c. Fhe infirite Splendor 
of his Glory and Majeſty ſo dazzles the Eyes of the 
molt glorious Seraphims, that they are glad to adore 
Him with covered Facts. The Devil and all the damned 
Spirits, thoſe ſtubborn Fiends, tremble at the Terror of his 
Countenance. All the Nations (a) before Him are but cs 
ile Drop of a Bucket, but as the ſmall Duſt of the Balance, 
nay, they are Nothing to Him, faith the Prophet, yea, eſs 
rhan Nothing. Ie ſitteth (b) upon the Circle of the Earth, 
end the Inhabitents thereof are as Graſhoppers : The Fudges 
and Princes, when He blows upon them, are but as Stubble 
before the Whirlwind. Ard He taketh ip (c) the Iſles as 
a very little Thing. At his Rebuke (d) the Pillars of Heaven 
do ſhake, the E .rth trembletb, and the Foundations of the 


(a) Ifai, xl. (b) Job xii, (©) Joh xxvi. 11, (d) Pfal, 
xrlii, 15. | 
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Hil's are moved. His Preſence (a) 'melts the Mountain 


His Hi e tears the Rocks in Pieces; the Blaſt of the Brearh 


of Lis Neſtrils (b) diſcovers the Channels of Waters and 
kcundaiiens of the World, When He is angry, His Arrows 
ar ink hicod, bis Sword YJewours Fleſh; and the Fire ꝙ "bis 
Wrath burns wato the loweſt Hell. The Heaven is but bis 


| Epan, the Sea bis Handful, the Wings "of the Wind bis 


Walk; His Garments are Light, bit Pavillion Darkneſs ; 
bis. Way in the Whirhvind and in the Storm; and ebe 
Clouds are the Duſt of his Feet, &c. Tbe Lord of | Hoſts 
is his Name; Whoſe Power and Puniſhments are ſo in- 
finitely -irrehſtabie, that He is able with one Word co 
turn all the Creatures in the World into Hell; nay; even 


with the Breath of his Mouth to turn Heaven and Hell, 


and Earth, and all Things, into nothing. How dareſt 
thou then, ſo baſe and vile a Wretch, provoke ſo great 
a GOD? | 5 ID 
(a) Nahum i. 5. (5) Pal. xviii. 15. 


CONSIDERATION VIIL 


JET the Conſideration and Compaſſion upon the Im- 

mortality and Dearneſs ot that precious Soul that 
lies in thy Boſom, curb thy Corruptions at the very 
firſt Sight of Sin, and make thee ſtep back, as though 
thou wert ready to tread upon a Serpent. Not all the 
bloody Mea upon Earth, or deſperate Devils in Hen, 
can poſſibly kill and extinguiſh the Soul ot any Man; 
it muſt run parallel with the longeſt Line of Eternity: 
Only Sin wounds mortally that immortal Spirit, and 
brings it into that curſed Caſe, that it had infinitely 
better never have been than be for ever. For by this 


Means, going on impenitently te that laſt Tribunal, it 


becomes immortally mortal, and mortally immortal, as one 
of the Ancients ſpeaks. It lives to Death, and dies to 
Life; never in a State of Life or Death, yet ever in the 
Paias of Death, and the Perpetuity of Life. bs Death 1 


ever 


3 
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„ 
ever Living, and its End it ever in Beginning; Death 
without Death; End without End; ever in the Pangs of 
Death, and never dead; not able to die, nor endure the 
Pain; Pain exceeding not enly all Patience, but all Re- 
ſiſtance: No Strength to ſuſtain, nor Ability to bear that, 
which hereafter, whilſt GOD is GOD, for ever muſt 
be "borne. What a prodigious Bedlam Cruelty is it then 
ſor u Man, by liſtening to the Syrene Songs of the falſe 
World, the lewd Motions of his own treacherous Heart, 
or the Devil's deſperate Counſel, to embrue his Hands 
in the Blood of his own everlaſting Soul, and to make it 
to die eternally? for à little paltry Pleaſure of ſome 
baſe and rotten Luſt, and fleeting Vanity, which paſſeth 
away in the Act as the Taſte of pleaſant Drink dieth 
in the Draught, to bring upon it in the other World 
Torments without End, and beyond all Compaſs of 
Conceit ? And his Madneſs is the more, becauſe, belides 
its Immortality, his Soul is incomparably more worth 
than the whole World. The very ſenſitive Soul of a 
little Flie, faith Auſtin truly, is more excellent than the Sun. 
How ought we then to prize and preſerve from Sin our 
underſtanding, reaſonable Souls, which make us, in that 
Reſpect, like unto the Angels of G OD? 


CON SIDER ATION IX 


XJ HAT an horrible Thing is Sin, whoſe Weight an 
omnipotent Strength, which doth ſuſtain the whole 
Frame of the World, is not able to bear? Almighty GOD 
complains, Iſai. i. 14 even of the Sacrifices and other 
Services of his own People, when they were performed 


with polluted Hearts, and profeſſes, that He as weary 


to bear them. And how vile is Ir that ſtirs up in the 
deareſt and moſt compaſſionate Bowels of the All-mer- 
ciful GOD ſuch implacable Anger that threw- down 
ſo many glorious angelical Spirits, who might have done 


Him fo high Honour for ever in the higheſt Heavens, 
me. 
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„ 
zuto the Bott of Hell, there maſt juffiy to G 
Devils, and in the extremeſt Torment, everlaſbnply ? Caif 
all Mankind out of his Favour, and from all Fehciry tor 
Adam's Sin? Cauſed Him, who aellgbred in Merey, to 
create all the afflicting Miſe ties in Hell, cternal Flames; 
Strcams of Brimſton, Chains of Darkneſs, Gnaſhing of 

Teeth, a Lake of Fire, the bottomleſs Pit, and all thoſe 

horrible Torments there? And that, which doth argue 

and yet further amplify the Implacablenets and Depth of 

divine Indipnation, the Infiniteneis of Sins; Proveeuion and 

Deſert ; Topher is aid to be ordained of old; everiatins 

Fire to be prepared for the Devil and bis angels : as if 

the all-powertu} Wiidom did deliverate, and, as it were 

fit down and deviſe all ſtinging, terrible lagredients, 8 

"Temper of greateſt Torture, to make that dr adtul Fire, 

kelliſh Pains, moſt fi-rce and raging, and a fic Intrum: nt 

for the Juſtice of fo great and mighty a GO, ro orm n N 

eternally all impenitent reprobate Rrbels; G0 is the FA 
tber of Spirits Four Souls are the immediate Creation of is 
3 almighty Hand, and yet to every one that goeth on imps 

nitent y in his Treſpaſſes, He hath appointed, as it were, & 
threefold Fill, There are three I hings conſiderable” in 
zin: 1. Averſion from an infinite, forereigng vithangeible 
Good; 2. Converſion to a finite, mytable, mne a 
Good ; 3. Continuance in the fame; To th ſe three + veral 
Things in Sin there are anſwering three ſingular Stings of 
extremeſt Puniſhm-nt: To Avcrſtm from the chic fei | 
Good, which is objectively inſf me, there anfwcreth Pain of . 
Loſs, as they call ir, Privation of GO D's glorious Pre- 
fence, and Separation from thoſ#® endleis Joys above, which 
is an infinite Los, To the inordinate Converſion to 
tranſitory Things, there anſwereth Pain of Senſe, which 
is intenſively fmite, as is the Pleaſure of in: Aid ve 
to extreme that none can conceive the Ntterneſs there- 
of but the Soul that ſuffers it, nor that n-ithery exc pe 
| could comprehend the almighty Wiſdom at Him that 
did Create it. To the Eternity of Sim remaiaing tor 
> erer in Stain and Gailr, apfrereth the Elrnty of 
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Puniſhment. For we muſt know, ' that every impenitene 
Simmer would: ſin ever, if be might live ever; n gu yr 
himſelf by Sinni ug imo an Impoſſilry of ever ceaſing to ſin 
of himjeff.; gs 4 Mmm that caſteth himelf into 4 erp Pit, 
can never of himſelf rife our of it again: And therefore na- 
turally Eternity of Puniſhment is due to Sin. How. pro- 
digious a Thing then is. Sin, and how infinitely to be 
abhorred and avoided, that by a malignant, mtritorions 


Poiſon and Provocation doth violently wreſt our of the 


Hands of the. Father of Mercy and God of all Comfort, 
the full Vials of  thar unquenchable Wrath, which briags 
eaſeleſs, endleſs and. remedileſs Torments upon his own 
Creatures, and thoſe originally moſt excellent. 


"CONSIDERATION Xx. 


'T HE, Height and Ineſtimablegeſs of the Price that 

Was paid for the Expiation of Sin, dqgh clearly ma- 
nifeſt, nay infinitely aggravate the execrable Miſery of 
it, and extreme Madnets of all that meddle with it. I 
mean the Heart's-Blood of JESUS CHRIST, bleſ- 


ſed for ever; which was of ſuch Precioutneſs and 


Power, that, being let out by a Spear, it am z d the 
whole Frame of Nature, darkened the Sun miracu ouſly, 
(for at that Time it ſtood in direct Oppoſition to the 
Moon) ſhook the Earth, which ſhrunk and trembled 
under it, opened the Graves, clave the Stones, rent the 
Vail of the Temple from the Bottom to the Top, ec. 
Now it. was this alone, and nothing but this could 
poilibly cleanſe the Filth of Sin! Had all rhe Duſt of 
the Earth been turned imo Silver and the Stones into Pearls; 
{nuuld the main and boundlefs Ocean have ſtreamed nothin 
but pureſt God; would the whole World and all the 
Creatures in Heaven and Earth have offered themſelves 
to be anninilated before his angry Face; had all the 
bleſied Angels proſtrated themſelves at the Foot of their 
Creator ; yet in the Poigt ot, Redemption of Mankind, 
9 „„ and 


(19) 

and Purgation of Sin, not any, not all theſe, could 
have done any Good at all. Nay, if the Son of GOD 
Himfſel', which lay in his Boſom, ſhould have tuppli- 


cated und lolicited (I mean without ſuffering and ſhed- 


ding his Bloed) the Father of all Mevcies, he would 
not have been heard in this Cate: Either the Son of 
GOD muſt die, or all. Mankind be eternally damned. 
Even then when thou art provoked to Sin, think ſe- 
rioully and ſenſibly of the Price that of Neceſſity mul 


be paid for it, bejore it be pardoged; Es 


- CONSIDERATION XI 


: QINFUL Pleaſures are attesded with a threefold bit- 


ter Sting. Which, though the Devil hides from 
them in the Heat of Tes pta:ion, yet in his Seaſons, to 
ſerve his own Turn, he ſets them on with a Vengeance. 
For this ſee my Directions for Walking ih GOD, 
CCC e . 


CONSIIDERATION XII. 


(COMPARE the vaſt and invaluable Difference be- 
_ tween yielding to the Enticement and Conquering 
the Temptation to Sta, For which Purpoſe lodk upon 
Joſeph and David, two of GOD's deareſt Servants, 
and conſider the Conſequents: What à Deal ef Honour 
and Comtlart did afterwards. crown the Head g arid the 
Heart of the one; and what horrible Mi chirts and 
Mileries fell upon the Family (a), and grilly Hurrors 
upon the Contcience of the other. Survey allo the 
Eiltinct Stories of Galz-actus  C:racciolns and Franciſcus 
ira, than which, in their ſcveml Kinds, there is no- 


(a) Pall. H. 1. 2 
CA thing 


| f 20 

thing leſt to the Memory of the latter Times more re, 
markable, and you ſhall find in them as great a Dif- 
feresce 8s between an Heaven and Hell upon Earth. 
The one withſtanding unconquerably Variety of mighty 
Enticemetts to renounce the Gifpel of JESUS 
CHRIST, and return to Popery, beſides the ſweet 
Peac- of his Soul, - attained that Honour in the Chur ch 
of GOD, thit he is in ſome Meaſure paralleled with 
- loſes, and recommended to the Admiration. of Poſterity 
by the Pen ef that great and incomparable Glory of 
the Chriſhaa World, blefled Calvin. The other, con- 
uc red wy an unhappy Temptation to turn from the 
"ruth f OD and our true e to the Sy na- 
peogue of Satan and Abomination cf the Scarlet Whore, 
b. bes the raging and de ſperate Confuſiun he brouvbs 
ppun his own Spirit, became ſuch a Spectacle to the Eye 
pr Chriſtendom, | as hath been hardly beard of. | 


CONSIDERATION XIIL 


(COMPARE che poor, ſhort, vaniſhing Delight of 
> the choiceſt, ſc nua, worldly Contentment, it thou 
wii, of thy weeteſt Sin, with the Exquiſiteneſs and 
Eertity of hel.iſh PForm:nts: Our of which might an 
in peniteyt re probate Wretch be aſſured of Enlargement, 
iter he had endured them fo many thouſand, thouſand. 
"Aly as there are Sands on the Sca=Shofeg Hairs up- 
en his EH ad, Stars in the Firmament, Graſs-Piles upon 
the Grund, Creatures both in Heaven and Earth, EE 
woud think himſelt-beppy, and as it were in Heaven 

a'ready; but when all that Time is paſt, and infinite 
I ihions of V ars. heſides, they are not ncarer their End. 
than when th:y begun, nor he nearer out than when 
he came in. The Tormeats of H ll are molt horrible; 
vet | know nun whether this inceſint, deſperate Cry in 
tae Goukicuce vi @ damned Soul, 7 muff bee der Come aut: 
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Me *- 


ending Pains ? 


CONSIDERATION XIV. 


HEN thou art ſt*pping over the Threſhold ta- 
wards any vile Act, lewd Houſe, difl-luce Come 
any, or to do the Devil Service in any Kind, (whic| 
GOD forbid) ſuppoſe thou ſceſt JESUS CHRIS 
coming towards thee*as He lay. in the Arms of Joſeph of 
Arimathea, newly taken down from the e wofully f 
wounded, wan and pale, his Body all Gore- Blood, the 
Beauty of his bieſſed and heavenly Face darkened and 
disfigured by the Stroke cf Death; ſpeaking thus unta 
thee, Oh ! go not forward upon any Terms, commit not this 
Sin by any Means; it was this and the like that drew me 
down out of the firms of my Father, from the Fuineſs of 
Foy and Fountain ꝙ all Riiſi, to put on this eorrupriole 
and miſerable Fleſh, to hunger and thirſt, to watch and 
pray, is groan and ſigh, to offer up ſtrong Cries. and Tears 
to the Father in the Days of my Fleſn, 10 drink of the 
Dregs of the bitter Cup of his fieroe Wrath, to wreſtle with 
all the. Forces of infernal Powers, w lay down my Life 14 
the Gates of Hell, with intolerable, «nd, ſave by myſelf, 
unconque: able Pain; and thus now to lie in the um. 
this mortal Man, all torn and rent in Pieces with Cruclt 
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and Spite, as thou ſeeſt. What an Heart halt thou, that "If, 
dareſt go on againſt this dear Intreaty of JESUS -] 
CHRIST? . 9 ; | 4 


5 1 3 
CONSIDERATION Rv. | 
\ 7 HEN | . unhappily moved to break any | 
Branch ct GQD's bleſſed Law, let the Excellency 
and Varicty of his incomparable Mercics com: pretemly 
N | inte | 


| Ln 


| OP (22). | 
into thy Mind; a moſt ingenious, - ſweet, and mighty 


7 ——_ 


Motive ta hinder and hold off all gracious Hearts from 
| Sin. How: is it potlible, but a ſerious Survey of the 
Riches of GO D', Goodneſs, Forbearance and Long-(uffer- 

ing leading thee to Repentance, to more Forwardneis and 

Fruitfulneſs in the good May; the public Miracles of 

Mercy which GOD hath done in our Days for the Pre- 
; "ſervation of the Goſpel, this Kingdom, ourſelves and our 
E 1:5: Poſterity, eſpecially drowing the Spamſh invincible Ar- 
; mads; diſcovering and defeating the Powder-pios ; thicld- 
ing Queen Elizabeth, the moſt glorious Princeſs of the 
World, from a World of Antichriſtian Cruelties; ſaving 
us from the*Papiſts bloody Expectations at her Death, Cc. 
| the particular and private Catalogue of thine own perſo- 
q nal Favours from GO D's bountiful Hand, which thine 

* own Conſcience can. eafily lead thee unto, and readily run 
over from thine Infancy to the preſent wonderful Protection 
in thine unregenerate Time; that Miracle of Mercies, th 
Converſion ; (it thou be already in that happy State) ail 
the Motions of GOD's holy Spirit in thine Heart; 
many Checks of Conſcience; fatkerly Corrections; ex- 
cellent Means of Sanctification; as worthy a Miniſtry in 
many Places as ever the World enjoyed; (ſince the Days 
" ef the Apoſiles) Sermon upon Sermon; Sabbath after Sab- 
bath; bearing with thee, alter ſo many times breaking thy 


— — N rg” r 7 
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| ' Covenants; Opportunities to attain the higheſt Degree of 


| Godlineſs that ever was, Cc. I ſay, how can it be but 


5 that the Reviſe of theſe, and innumerable Mercies more, 
0 * theuld fo mollify thine Heart, that thou ſhould'ſt have 


no Heart at all, nay, infinitely abhor, to dilpleaſe, or 
any way diſhonour that high and dreadful Majeſty, 
' whoſe free Grace was the. Well-head and firſt Fountain of 
them all. | 

Let this Meditation of GO D' Mercies, to keep from 
Sin, be quickened by conſidering, Firſt, That thou art 
far worthier to be now burning in Hell, than to be 
crowned with any of theſe Loving-kindneſſs; that if 
thou 


(23) = 


thou wert able to do Him all the Honour, Service and 


Worſhip, which all the Saints both militant and triumphant 
do, it would cotne infinitely ſhort of the Merit of the leaf 
of all his Mercies unto thee in JESUS CHRIST, 
Secenaly, How unkindly GOD takes the Neglect of his 


XXVii. 28, 31. Excl. xvi. 


extraurdinary K naͤneſſes unto us, 2 Sam. xii. 7, Oc. 1 Sam. 
* * _ 4 _— % 


CONSIDERATION XVL 
ARR well, and be amazed of thine own fearful: 
*'2 and deſperate Folly : When thou ſalleſt deliberately 


into any Sin, thou layeſt, as it were, in the Scale of the 
Balance, the Glory of Almighty G OD, the endleſs Joys 


* 
- 


| of R:aven, the Loſs of thine immortal Soul, the pte- 


cious Blood of CHRIST, &c. and in the other 
ſome rotten Pleaſure, carthly Pelf, worldly Preferment, 
fleſhly Luſt, ſenſual Vanity; and ſuffer'ſt this (prodi- 
gious Madneſs! Be aſtoniſhed, O ye Heavens at this! 
and be horribly afraid!) to outweigh all thoſe, 


N . 


CONSIDERATION XII. 


1120 N the firſt. Aſſault of every Sin ſay thus unte 


P — thyſelf, If 1 now yield and commit this Sin, I fhall 
either repent, or not repent: If I de not repent, I ata 
undone ; if I do repent, it will coſt me incomparably 


more Heart's-Grief than the Pleaſure of the Sin is 


CONSIDERATION XVIII 


"ONSIDER, that for that very Sin to which thou 
aft now tempted, ſuppoſe, Lying, Lujt, Overreaching 


thy Brother, &c. many Millions are already damned, and 


cven 


| (44) 

wen nw burning in Hell; and when thy Foot is upon 
the Brink, stay and think upon thy Wages. And know 
at tor 4 Truth, that if thew fal eſt into Sin, thou art 
Allen into Hcl, if G05 help not out. 


CONSIDERATION XIX. 

NEVER be the bilder to give way unto any 
4 Wickednefs, to .cx-rcite thy H art with Covetouſneſz, 
Cruelty, Anibition, Rvengs, Adulterics, ſpeculative Wan- 
onne is, Sclf-unclranncis, or any other foifrary dinſulneſs; 
Pute thou aft ab'ne, an{ no mortal Eye looks upon 
\thce: For, 5f thine Hart conven thee, GOD it greater 
Wan thine Heart, and knoweth all Things; and vill con- 
gemn. thee much more. It thy Conſeienee be 5 thouſand 
Wuneſſte, GOD, who is the Lord of thy Conlcience, 
will be more than @ Mi lion of Mirneſſes. And chou 
mayeſt be aſſurt d. howlvever thou blefleſt enyſelf in thy 

Secrecy ; that what Sin ever is now aCtzd in the ver 
Fetiredſt C rner of thine Heart, of any ways moſt folitary 
by thyſelf, thouyh in the mean ume it H concealed, and 
lic hid in as gr:a: Darkneſs as it was commnred, until that 
laſt and great Dy; yet then it mult moſt certainly our 
| - With a Witnefr, and bo as legible on rhy Forchcad, as it 
C were wrote with the brighieſt Sun-bem upon a Wall of 
;  Chryſhal. Thou ſhalt then in the Face of Haven and 
, Earth be laid out in thy Col urs, and, (a) withoat Con- 
SS | Falſing and Forſaking woke it is called To-day, be before 
ſ x Singels, Men and Devils, utterly, univerfally and everiaſt- 

0 eng ly ſhamed and confounded. : Sn 


1 (a) Prov xxviii. 13. 


HE EONSIDERATION XX. 
| f* ONSIDER the reſolute Reſiſtance and mortified 
Reſolutions againſt Sin and all Enricements th-reunto, 
of many, upon whom the Sun of the Goſpel did not 1 
| N wic 
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with ſuch Beauty and Fulaeſs, as it dath upon us, neither 
were ſo many heavenly Diſcoveries in the Kingdom of 
CHRIST made known unto them, as our Days have 


ſeen. (For upon our Times, which makes our Sins a 


great deal more ſinful, hath happily fallen an admirable 
Confluence of the ſaving Light and learning Experience 
and Excellency of all former Ages, beſides the extraor- 
dinary Additions of the preſent; which, with a glorious 
Noon-tide of united Illuminations, doth abundantly ſerve 
our Turn, for a continued further and fuller Illuſtration 


of the great Myſtery of Godlineſs, and Secrets of Sancti- 
fication.) Hear Chryſeſtom, But I think thus, and thus will 


I ever preach, That it is much bitterer to offend CHRIST 
than to be tormented in the Pains of Hell, He that writes 
the Life of Anſelm, ſaith thus of him, He feared nothing in 


the World more than to ſin. My Conſcience bearing me Mit- 


neſs, I lie not; for we have often heard him profeſs, That if 
on the one hand be ſhould ſee corporally the Horror of Sin, on 
the other the Pains of Hell, and muſt neceſſarily be plunged 


into the one; be would chuſe Hell rather than Sin. And an- 
other Thing alſo, no leſs wonderful to ſome, he was wont to 
ſay, to wit, That be would rather have Hell, being inno- 
cent and free from Sin, than polluted with Filth thertef, 
poſſeſs the Kingdom of Heaven. It is reported of an- 
other ancient holy Man, that he was want to ſay, He 


would rather be torn in Pieces with wild Horſes, tba 


wittingly ana willingly commit any Sin. Terom allo in 
one of his Epiſtles tells a Story of a young Man of 


moſt invincible Courage and Conſtancy in the Profeſſion 


of CHRIST, under ſeme of the bloody perſecuting 
Emperors, to this Senſe, They had little Hope, à it ſeems, 


toe conquer him by Torture; and therefore they took this. 


Courſe with him, They brought him into moſt fragram 
Gardens, flowing with all Pleaſure and Delight; there they 


laid him upon a Bed of Down, ſoftly enwrapped in a Net 


of Silk, among the Lilies and the Roſes, the delicidus Mur 
mur of the Streams, and the ſweet Whiſtling of the Leaves; 


E they 
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they all depart, and in comes a beautiful Strumpet; and 
uſeth all the abominable Tricks of her impure Art and 
Whoriſh Villanies to draw him to her Deſire: Whercupon 
the young Man, fearing that he ſhould now be con- 
quered by Folly, who was Conqueror over Fury, out 

of an infinite Deteſtation of Sin, bites off a Piece of his 
Tongue with his own Tetth, and fpits it into the Face 

of the Whore ; and. fo hinders the Hurt of Sin by the 

Smart of his Wound. I might have begun with Foſepb, 
who did fo bravely and bleſſedly beat back and trample 

under his Fect the ſenſual Solicitations of his wanton and 

wicked Miſtreſs. He had Pleaſure and Preferment in his 
Eye, which were ſtrongly offered in the Temptation; 
but he well knew, that not all the Offices and Honours in 

Egypt could take off the Guilt and Filth; and therefore 
he reſolved rather to lie in the Duſt than to riſe by Sin. 
How can I do this great Wickedneſs, and ſin againſt G OD? 
I might paſs along to the Mother and ſeven Brethren, 
2 Macc. vii. who Choſe rather to paſs thorough horrible 
Tortures, and a moſt cruel] Death, than to cat Swines 
Fleſh againſt the Law; and fo come down along to that 
noble Army of Martyrs in Queen Mary's Time, Wlio were 

contented, with much Patience and Reſolution, to part with 

all, Wife, Children, Liberty, Livelihood, Life itſelf; 

even to lay it down in the Flames, rather than to lub- 
mit to the Aan of Sin, or to ſubſcribe to any Point of 

his deviliſh Doctrine. Thus, as you have heard, I have 

rendered many Reaſons to reſtrain from Sin? Which, 

by the Help of GOD, may ſerve to take off the Edge 


| . p . 
of the moſt eager Temptation, to cool the Hear of the 


Y ; 5 maſt furious Eaticement, to embitter the ſweeteſt Bait that 
. draws to any ſenſual Delight. 
3 Now my moft thirſty Deſire and carneſt In- 


5 is, that every one, in whoſe Hands, by 
GO s Providence, th:s Book cf mine ſhaii fall, 
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after the Peruſal of them, N 2 While 


on Purpoſe that he may more ſolemgly vow an 
reſolve, that ever hereafter, when he ſhall be 
ſet upon and aſſaulted by ren to an 

Sin, he will firſt have Recourſe unto Vela 
TWENꝭTT CONSIDERATIONS I have here Tee. 
commended unto him, to help 
and, with a punctual Seriouſneſs, let them fink 
into his Heart, before he proceed and pollute 


himſelf. 


I could be content, af it were pleaſing unto 
GOD, that theſe Lines which thou now 
readeſt, were writ with the warmeſt Blood in 
mine Heart, to repreſent unto thine Eye the 
dear AﬀeRionateneſs of my Soul for thy ſpi- 
ritual and eternal Good; ſo that thou wool 
be thoroughly perſuaded, and now, before thou 
paſs any further, ſincerely promiſe ſo to do! 
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